Adoption Benefits

Form 8839 Eligibility

[b5] the child is eligible to be adopted if

all

[not b43] the child has not been identified for adoption and

[b44] the unidentified child meets the criteria

or

all
[b43] the child has been identified for adoption and

all
[b8] the spouse's child test is met and

[b7] the child's age test is met and

either 

[b23] the child is a US citizen or

[b14] the adoption is a valid foreign adoption
and 

[known b9] it is known whether or not the child had a valid Taxpayer Identification Number 
[b7] the child's age test is met if

all

[not b43] the child has not been identified for adoption and

[b44] the unidentified child meets the criteria

or

all

[b43] the child has been identified for adoption and

either
[b1] the child is under 18 or

both

[b2] the child is 18 at the end of the tax year you are asking about and

[known b4] it is known whether or not the child is physically or mentally unable to take care of themselves 
or
[b4] the child is physically or mentally unable to take care of themselves

[b8] the spouse's child test is met if

both
[b39] your filing status is single[invisible] and

[not b55] the child you want to adopt is not a former spouse's child
or

both

either 

[b36] your filing status is married filing jointly or

[b37] your filing status is married filing separately 

and

[not b6] the child is not your current spouse's child 
[b2] the spouse's child test is met if

both

[b18] your ATC filing status is single and

[not b19] the child you want to adopt is not a former spouse's child
or

both

either 

[b20] your ATC filing status is married filing jointly or

[b21] you are considered unmarried

and

[not b13] the child is not your current spouse's child 

Is the child your spouse's child?

Is the child you want to adopt a former spouse's child
[b9] the child had a valid Taxpayer Identification Number if

[b12] the child has a Social Security Number (SSN), Adoption Taxpayer Identification Number (ATIN), or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) or

all
[b15] the child was a citizen or resident of the United States or its possessions at the time the adoption process began and

either

both

[not b51] the adoption did not become final in the tax year you are asking about 
[b48] the adoption was unsuccessful in the tax year you are asking about

or

all
[not b51] the adoption did not become final in the tax year you are asking about 

[not b48] the adoption was not unsuccessful in the tax year you are asking about

[not b32] the adoption was not final in the preceding tax year and

[b49] the adoption was unsuccessful in the preceding tax year
or
both
[not b43] the child has not been identified for adoption and

[b44] the unidentified child meets the criteria

[b23] the child is a US citizen if
both

[b43] the child has been identified for adoption and
[b15] the child was a citizen or resident of the United States or its possessions at the time the adoption process began 
or

both

[not b43] the child has not been identified for adoption and

[b45] the potential child was a citizen or resident of the United States or its possessions at the time the adoption process began

[b14] the adoption is a valid foreign adoption if

[not b23] the child is not a US citizen and
either 

all
[b51] the adoption became final in the tax year you are asking about and

[b52] you paid or incurred reasonable and necessary expenses which are directly related to the legal adoption of an eligible child (such as adoption fees, legal fees, travel expenses, etc.) and
[known p1] the amount of your adoption expenses is known
or

all
[not b51] the adoption did not become final in the tax year you are asking about and
[b32] the adoption was final in the preceding tax year and

[b33] you paid adoption expenses in the tax year you are asking about and

[b52] you paid or incurred reasonable and necessary expenses which are directly related to the legal adoption of an eligible child (such as adoption fees, legal fees, travel expenses, etc.) and
[known p1] the amount of your adoption expenses is known

and
either

[b53] the adoption was finalized in the United States or

[not b53] the adoption was not finalized in the United States

[b44] the unidentified child meets the criteria if

[b45] the potential child was a citizen or resident of the United States or its possessions at the time the adoption process began and

either

[b46] the potential child is under 18 or

[b54] the potential child is physically or mentally unable to take care of themselves
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